
The House on Mango Street
Reading Guide

House on Mango Street

1.)  How does the narrator feel about her house?

2.)  Describe your ideal house. Where would it be located? How big would it be? What kind of 
yard would you have? How would it be furnished?

My Name

1.)  What is the protagonist's name? How does she feel about her name?

2.)  Ask your parents about your name (first, middle, last).  Has your family name changed over 
the years? What does it say about your ethnic background? Why did your parents choose your 
first and middle names?

Hairs

1.)  How does the narrator feel about her mother? How do you know?

2.)  Identify at least 3 examples of literary devices (simile, metaphor, personification, imagery, 
etc) that the author uses in this vignette (brief description of someone or something).

Boys and Girls

1.)  How are boys and girls different in the narrator's view?

2.)  What are the ways in which you feel your life is shaped by your gender?

Cathy Queen of Cats

1.)  Describe at least two of Esperanza's neighbors other than Cathy. 

2.)  How does Cathy feel about herself? About her neighbors?

3.) How does Esperanza's point of view as a child play a role in her feelings about Cathy?

Our Good Day

1.)  Who are Lucy and Rachel? How does Esperanza feel about them? How does Cathy feel 
about them?

2.)  Why is this a particularly good day?

Laughter

1.)  How are Esperanza and Nenny different from each other?

2.)  What things do Esperanza and Nenny share with one another?

Gil's Furniture Bought and Sold

1.)  Describe Gil, the owner of the junk store. What does Esperanza say directly about him? What 
can you infer?

2.)  Find one direct quote in which Cisneros uses imagery to describe the store or something in it.

Meme Ortiz

1.)  Where does Meme live?

2.)  Describe Meme. What does Esperanza say directly about him? What can you infer?

Louie, His Cousin, and His Other Cousin

1.)  Why are the kids so excited about Louie's cousin's car?

2.)  How did the cousin get the car?

Marin

1.)  What is Marin waiting for?

2.)  Why do you think that Louie's parents send Marin back to Puerto Rico?

Those Who Don't

1.)  How do people who are not from the neighborhood view it?

2.)  How does the neighbors' behavior when they are in their own neighborhood differ from their 
behavior when they are in another neighborhood? Why do you think that is?

There Was an Old Woman She Had So Many Children She Didn't Know What to Do

1.)  How do the Vargas children behave?

2.)  How do the neighbors react to the Vargas children?

Alicia Who Sees Mice

1.)  Describe Alicia's life. 

2.)  Why do you think that Alicia sees mice?

Darius and the Clouds

1.)  How does Esperanza feel about the sky?

2.)  Describe Darius.

And Some More

1.)  Why does Esperanza get into a fight with Rachel and Lucy?

2.)  How does Nenny react to the fight?

The Family of Little Feet

1.)  What kind of shoes does the woman give to the girls? Is this an appropriate "donation"?

2.)  Why do the girls eventually hide the shoes? (What happens to them when they wear them?)

A Rice Sandwich

1.)  What makes the "special kids" special? (Hint: It does NOT have to do with their mental 
abilities.)

2.)  How does Esperanza's desire to eat in the canteen compare with the reality?

Chanclas

1.)  Why is Esperanza embarrassed when she is at the baptism?

2.)  How does Uncle Nacho make her forget her embarrassment?

Hips

1.)  What does Esperanza tell Lucy and Rachel about hips?

2.)  Why do you think Nenny sings old songs instead of making up her own?

The First Job

1.)  Describe Esperanza's first job.

2.)  What happens to Esperanza on her first day?

Papa Who Wakes Up Tired in the Dark

1.)  Why is Papa upset?

2.)  What does this make Esperanza think about?

Born Bad

1.)  What is wrong with Aunt Lupe?

2.)  Why does Esperanza blame herself when Aunt Lupe dies?

Elenita, Cards, Palm, Water

1.)  Who is Elenita? What is her job?

2.)  What do you think she means when she tells Esperanza that she will have a "home in the 
heart"?

Geraldo No Last Name

1.)  What happens to Geraldo when he is coming home from the dance with Marin?

2.)  Why is his death particularly troubling to Marin and to Esperanza?

Edna's Ruthie

1.)  Describe Ruthie.

2.)  What confuses Esperanza about Ruthie? Why do you think Ruthie has made this decision?

The Earl of Tennessee

1.)  Describe Earl.

2.)  Who does Earl sometimes bring home with him?

Sire

1.)  Who is Sire?

2.)  How does Esperanza feel about him?

Four Skinny Trees

1.)  Why does Esperanza feel she and the trees are connected?

2.)  Give one example of figurative language that Cisneros uses in this vignette. (Give the quote 
and say what type of figurative language it is.)

No Speak English

1.)  Describe Mamacita.

2.)  How does Mamacita feel about speaking English?

Rafaela Who Drinks Coconut and Papaya Juice on Tuesdays

1.)  Why does Rafaela call to the children on Tuesday nights? (What does she say is the reason? 
Why do you think she does?)

2.)  What does Rafaela's relationship with her husband tell you about gender roles in the 
neighborhood?

Sally

1.)  How does Sally dress and behave?

2.)  How does Sally's father feel about her dress and behavior?

Minerva Writes Poems

1.)  Why does Minerva feel like she is unlucky?

2.)  What does Minerva do that makes her cause some of her bad luck? Why do you think she 
does it?

Bums in the Attic

1.)  What does Esperanza's family do on Sundays?

2.)  How does Esperanza feel about this activity?

Beautiful and Cruel

1.)  How does Nenny expect to escape from life on Mango Street?

2.)  What is Esperanza's plan?

A Smart Cookie

1.)  What advice does Esperanza's mother give her?

2.)  How does Esperanza's mother seem to feel about her own life?

What Sally Said

1.)  How does Sally's father treat her?

2.)  How do Sally and her mother react to her father's treatment?

The Monkey Garden

1.)  How does Esperanza feel about the monkey garden at first?

2.)  What happens that changes Esperanza's feelings?

Red Clowns

1.)  What happens to Esperanza when she is waiting by the red clowns?

2.)  Who does she blame for this episode? Why?

Linoleum Roses

1.)  How old is Sally when she gets married? Why does she get married so young?

2.)  Describe Sally's marriage.

The Three Sisters

1.)  Who are the three sisters?

2.)  What message do they give to Esperanza?

Alicia and I Talking on Edna's Steps

1.)  Why does Esperanza think that she and Alicia are different from one another?

2.)  What does Alicia tell Esperanza about herself?

A House of My Own

1.)  Describe Esperanza's dream house.

2.)  What is most important to Esperanza about her dream house?


